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• “With malice toward 
none, with charity for all” 
was from what Lincoln 
speech?

Gettysburg Address, 
1st inaugural, State of 
Union, 2nd inaugural

• Which state’s most 
land mass is on the 
Delmarva Peninsula?

Florida, Oregon, 
Louisiana, Delaware

• What was the first 
diet drink introduced by 
the Coca-Cola company 
(1963)?

Diet Rite, Gini, 
Fresca, Tab

• Which ocean 
surrounds Pitcairn 
Island?

Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific, Artic

• Who’d be most often 
prescribed a BRAT diet?

Infants, Athletes, 
Vegetarians, Astronauts

• What’s the medical 
term for a headache?

Bogata, Clematis, 
Cephalgia, Coryza
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Today’s
Ghastly
Groaner

I don’t understand why 
people have to “get ready 
for bed.”

I’m always ready for 
bed!

• • •
Send your groaners 

to Devin Weeks at 
dweeks@cdapress.com. 
Keep ’em clean, and 
don’t be mean!

BILL BULEY/Press
A bronze statue made by local artist Terry Lee depicting a World War II soldier stands strong at McEuen Park Veterans Memorial Plaza 
while people pass by on a sunny Friday afternoon.

COEUR d’ALENE 
— Nearly 160 students 
from across North Idaho 
showed and told about 
their inventions, creations, 
gadgets and gizmos at 
the North Idaho Regional 
Invent Idaho competition, 
which was Jan. 19-21 at 
the Silver Lake Mall.

Invent Idaho regional 
coordinator Rachel 
Schwam, whose own 
daughters are Invent 
Idaho alumni, said the 
event was a huge success.

“I am incredibly proud 
and inspired to see the 

creativity, uniqueness 
and inspiration behind 
these student inventors 
and believe the future is 
looking bright,” Schwam 
said Friday. 

Launched in 1989, 
Invent Idaho is an annual 
event that invites students 
in grades one through 
eight to innovate new 
products, games, tools 
and other projects that 
could help solve some 
kind of problem. The 
categories are: Working 
models, which includes 
inventions that actually 
work; non-working 
models, for inventions 
that are too large, 

expensive or technical 
to build — blueprints 
and models are required; 
gadgets and games, 
including novel devices 
or toys that entertain 
or educate, as well as 
original board, computer 
and other digital games 
and sports or athletic 
games; adaptations, 
which improves an idea 
that already exists; and 
Jules Verne, for projects 
that could fit into other 
categories but are too 
futuristic or fanciful to 
be judged against more 
practical inventions.

Imaginations flourish at 
Invent Idaho regionals

Lakeland 
Middle Schooler 

Elizabeth 
McCormick 

is seen Jan. 
21 during the 
Invent Idaho 
North Idaho 

Regional 
competition 

awards 
ceremony at the 
Silver Lake Mall. 

She won best 
of show for fifth 
through eighth 

grades for 
her invention, 

“Drink-A-Drop.”

Photo courtesy of 
Invent Idaho

By DEVIN WEEKS
Staff Writer

Nearly 160 
students 

participate, some 
will head to state 

contest March 1-2

This year will offer 
U.S. skywatchers a 
variety of dazzling 
celestial 
events from 
meteor 
showers, a 
comet fly-by 
and the long-
anticipated 
solar eclipse 
across parts 
of the U.S. 

On April 
8, the solar 
eclipse will 
pass over 
Mexico, 
then across the south-
central, midwestern and 

northeastern part of the 
U.S. before concluding its 
North American trek over 
parts of Quebec and Nova 
Scotia, Canada.

Some of the regions 
to experience the total 
eclipse include Dallas, 
southeastern Oklahoma, 
northwestern Arkansas, 
southeastern Missouri, 
southern Illinois, central 
and southern Indiana, 
northwestern Ohio, 
northern New York, 
northern Vermont, 
northern New Hampshire 
and northern Maine.

Some spectacular 
celestial events in 2024

As any local gardener 
will say, growing plants 
in North Idaho isn’t easy 
— especially during the 
school year.

Snow and freezing 
temperatures can create 
significant obstacles for 
instructors trying to 
teach how to care for 
flora.

In an effort to 
extend their cultivation 
curriculum throughout 
the entire school year, 
staff members at Fernan 
STEM Academy sought 
innovative solutions, 
leading them to contact 
the NIC engineering 
department last spring.

“We needed a way 
to expand the growing 
season,” Fernan STEM 
Academy Principal 
Kathy Livingston said. 
“It’s hard to show 
students how to grow 
here during the school 
year because once we 
get them in, we only 
have a few good weeks. 
Then winter hits and 
spring in North Idaho 
can be so fickle, and 
then the school year is 
over.”

Led by NIC 
instructors Brian 
Hatchell and Jeremy 
Kingma, NIC students 
enrolled in the 

engineering analysis 
course are assigned 
a community project 
each semester. For the 
greenhouse project, 
each student was tasked 
with one or more 
subsystems and had 
to design, analyze and 
fabricate their project 
components. Some 
of the tasks required 
outside-the-box thinking, 
including the heating 
system, which consisted 
of connecting seedling 
trays to electrical 

wire typically used for 
heating car seats.

“I am really proud 
of the students that 
participated in the 
project,” Hatchell 
said. “We had several 
problems to solve, and 
no one ran away from 
the challenges. When we 
plugged in the system 
and all the systems came 
to life, there was a surge 
of joy and a round of 
high-fives.”

Engineering a greener future

Photo courtesy of North Idaho College
From left, North Idaho College students Sean 
Mecham, Colin Clang, Garrett Smith and Wayne 
Cardwell work on the Fernan STEM Academy 
greenhouse project Dec. 4.

NIC REPORT

NIC students build high-tech greenhouse for STEM school

U.S. Sens. Mike Crapo, 
R-Idaho, and Jim Risch, 
R-Idaho, announced 
Thursday the nomination 
of young Idahoans to 
the nation’s military 
academies. 

The U.S. service 
academies will review 
the students’ applications 
and make final decisions 
on admittance.

“The United States’ 
military academies 
produce future military 
leaders, equipping them 

to protect 
against 
threats to 
our country 
at home and 
abroad,” 
Crapo said 
in a news 
release. 

He said these 
outstanding students 
have indicated an 
admirable willingness to 
serve.

Crapo, Risch announce 2024 
military academy nominations

Randy
Mann
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Schwam shared a big 
congratulations to all 
students who competed 
in the regional contest 
and gave a shout-out 
to teachers, facilitators 
and parents who gave 
guidance and direction 
while encouraging their 
students to think outside 
of the box.

“I am looking 
forward to next year and 
thankful for the support 
within the community,” 
Schwam said.

Students who 
advanced will participate 
March 1-2 in the Invent 
Idaho State Finals at 
the University of Idaho 
in Moscow with a 
chance to compete at the 
national level later this 
year.

Info: inventidaho.com
Here are the names 

of Kootenai County 
students who placed 
in the North Idaho 
Regional Invent Idaho:

ADAPTATIONS
• BEST OF CATEGORY: 

Nora Owen, grades 5-6, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “The 
Perfect Fit Safety System”

Grades 1-2
• Second place: Henry 

Barnett, grade 1-2, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “The 
Super Vacuum”

• Third place: Daisy 
Johnson, grade 2, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, 
“Pillow Blower”

Grades 3-4
• First place: Lilly Haug, 

grade 3-4, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Pot Stir”

• Second place: Grayson 
Mueller, grade 4, Summit 
Christian Academy, “Light 
Hanging Kit 2,000”

Grades 5-6
• First place: Brooklyn 

Caywood, grade 6, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “CP 
Lighter”

• Third place: Allison 
McCormick, grade 6, Lakeland 
Middle School, “The No Choke 
Seatbelt”

GADGETS AND GAMES
• BEST OF CATEGORY: 

Lucas Schultz, grades 7-8, 
Coeur d’Alene School District, 
“Virtual Music Teacher”

Grades 1-2
• First place: Everett Talbot, 

grades 1-2, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Dog Poop 
Cleaner”

• Second place: Ben 
Harding, grades 1-2, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “Car 
Crash!”

Grades 3-4
• First place: Magnolia Kim, 

grades 3-4, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Bunnyland”

• Second place: Marina 
Myers, grades 3-4, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “Forest 
Trails”

Grades 5-6
• Second place: Cannon 

Randklev, grades 5-6, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “Will 
You Survive?”

JULES VERNE
• BEST OF CATEGORY: 

Hollyn Kramer, grade 5, North 
Idaho STEM Charter Academy, 
“Glypho-Seek”

Grades 3-4
• First place: Finn Kirkbride, 

grades 3-4, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Air Trip”

• Third place: Hadley 
Wood, grades 3-4, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “Animal 
Paloosa”

Grades 5-6
• First place: Preston Pool, 
grades 5-6, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “EDISON”

• Second place: Micah 
Brumbach, grade 5, Summit 
Christian Academy, “Cavity 
Cop”

• Third place: Levi Clark, 
grades 5-6, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Super Mars 
Space Crane”

Grades 7-8
• First place: Augustus 

Brown, grade 7, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, 
“Starway”

NON-WORKING MODELS
BEST OF CATEGORY: 

Wilhelmina Kim, grades 5-6, 
Coeur d’Alene School District, 
“The No Spotty Potty”

Grades 1-2
• Second place: Daniel 

Paul, grade 2, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “Back 
Massager Shirt”

• Third place: Eastman 
Alexis, grade 2, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “Cart 
Kickstand”

Grades 3-4
• First place: Ellie Fulton 

and Brynn Boland, grades 3-4, 
Coeur d’Alene School District, 
“The Jumping Jump Rope”

• Cora Mihara, grade 4, 
Betty Kiefer Elementary, “The 
Only Extraordinary Rake”

Grades 5-6
• Third place: Charlie Asper, 

grade 6, North Idaho STEM 
Charter Academy, “Drive-Dry”

Grades 7-8
• First place: Ava Keppner, 

grade 7, North Idaho STEM 
Charter Academy, “Safe Gear”

• Second place: Amelia 
Thompson, grade 7, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “Snow 
Safe”

• Third place: Ella Cook, 
grade 7, North Idaho STEM 
Charter Academy, “Wag Trak”

WORKING MODELS
BEST OF CATEGORY: Emily 

Laddy, grades 5-6, Coeur d’Alene 
Charter Academy, “Snuggled Up”

Grades 1-2
• First place: Clarice Jensen, 

grade 2, John Brown Elementary, 
“The Apple Machine”

• Second place: Curran 
Oswald, grade 2, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “The 
Grass Cleaner”

• Third place: Josephine 
Willingham, grade 2, North Idaho 
STEM Charter Academy, “The 
Paw Perfection”

Grades 3-4
• First place: Wesleigh 

Haas, grades 3-4, Coeur 
d’Alene School District, “The 

Murphy Drawer”
• Second place: Maverick 

Sargent, grade 4, Summit 
Christian Academy, “Lake Safe”

• Third place: Solomon 
Hernandez, grade 3, North 
Idaho STEM Charter Academy, 
“Cuecomcat”

Grades 5-6
• First place: Lily Yang, grade 

6, North Idaho STEM Charter, 
“The Triple Mitt”

• Third place: Lauryn Romey, 
grades 5-6, Coeur d’Alene 
School District, “Snap Socks”

Grades 7-8
• First place: Nolan Vogan, 

grade 8, North Idaho STEM 
Charter Academy, “Non-Dispute”

BEST OF SHOW, 
GRADES 5-8

• Elizabeth McCormick, 
grades 7-8 Lakeland Middle 
School, “Drink-A-Drop”

PEOPLE’S CHOICE
• Henry Barnett, grades 1-2, 

Coeur d’Alene School District, 
“The Super Vacuum”

Wilhelmina Kim of the Coeur d’Alene School District 
won best of category in fifth and sixth grades for her 
non-working model invention, the “No Spotty Potty.” 

Lucas Schultz of the Coeur d’Alene School District 
won best of category for seventh and eighth grades 
for his invention, “Virtual Music Teacher,” during the 
Invent Idaho North Idaho Regional competition awards 
ceremony Jan. 21 at the Silver Lake Mall. 

Photos courtesy of Invent Idaho
Henry Barnett from the Coeur d’Alene School District 
won people’s choice in grades one and two for his 
invention, “The Super Vacuum,” during the North 
Idaho Regional Invent Idaho competition, held Jan. 
19-21 at the Silver Lake Mall.

INVENT
from A1

ACROSS
 1 Serpentine 
letter
 4 Emporium
 8 Goad
 12 One time 
around a track
 13 Insignificant
 14 Sported
 15 “Peggy --”
 16 Bovines
 17 Altar’s place
 18 Texas land-
mark
 20 Porridge 
ingredient
 22 Set of parts
 23 Back talk
 24 Restraint
 27 Synthetic 
fabric
 31 Ardor
 32 Dead lang.
 34 Commotion
 35 -- and outs
 36 Old cry of 
disgust
 37 Pack

 38 Chic quality
 41 More pro-
found
 43 “-- -- were king 
of the forest ...”
 45 Bird of myth
 46 Crispy
 50 Coral island
 53 Molten rock
 54 Annoys
 56 Spring month
 57 Welsh name
 58 Toward shelter
 59 Stray
 60 Say it isn’t so
 61 Expensive
 62 “Norma --”

DOWN
 1 “Frozen” 
queen
 2 Writer -- Bel-
low
 3 Old-time night-
club
 4 Glossy
 5 Evil spell
 6 Sandwich 

cookie
 7 Of punishment
 8 Like a marsh
 9 Bishop of 
Rome
 10 -- Major
 11 Spool
 19 Glove
 21 Pewter compo-
nent
 24 Pavilion
 25 Sprite
 26 Police action
 28 Tardy attendee
 29 Smell
 30 “At once!”
 31 That man’s
 33 Summer shirt
 37 See
 39 Long recital
 40 Newt
 42 Pencil’s end
 44 Greek epic
 46 Hemorrhaged
 47 Rant and --
 48 -- the Terrible
 49 Perry’s creator
 51 “Dr. Zhivago” 
character
 52 Old instru-
ment
 55 Parrot 

Leisure
MAN CHOOSES TO FEED VICES RATHER THAN TACKLE 

DEBTS 
 DEAR ABBY: My very 
dear friend has discovered 
that her live-in boyfriend of 
two years has been hiding 
$55,000 in credit card debt. 
This man contributes very 
little to the household ex-
penses (she owns the home) 
and barely helps to maintain 
it. Instead, he spends his 
money on alcohol and vap-
ing products. 
 He refuses to share any 
details about his debt and 
doesn’t like being asked 
about it. She has asked 
him to drink less and stop 
vaping entirely, but nothing 
has changed. What advice 
should I share with her? 
I don’t want to hurt her 
feelings, but I want to give 
fair and honest advice. -- 
FRIEND WHO CARES IN 
MAINE

 DEAR FRIEND: If you 
want to give your friend fair 
and honest advice, wait to 
be asked for it. Do not offer 
it unsolicited because it will 
be ignored. If, however, she 
should ask, feel free to let 
her have it with both barrels. 
Her boyfriend is a substance 
abusing freeloader who is 
unwilling to change, and she 
deserves better.
   
 DEAR ABBY: My best 
friend, “Juliet,” recently lost 
her months-old baby under 
tragic circumstances. After 
several months, she is now 
pregnant again. Abby, I’m 
worried. She’s in her 30s and 
wants to live with her moth-
er for an indefinite period 
after the baby is born. Juliet 
is still with her husband. 
 I don’t think this is 
healthy. It will not only take 
away from the couple’s inde-
pendence, but also reduce 
Juliet’s confidence in being a 

new mother. We are so close 
that we call each other soul 
mates. Should I say some-

thing or let 
her do what 
she thinks 
is right? -- 
STANDING 
BY IN TEN-
NESSEE

 DEAR 
STAND-
ING BY: As 
concerned 
as you are 
about Juliet, 
let her do 
what she 
thinks is 
right. Hav-

ing lost her baby “under 
tragic circumstances,” she 
needs all the emotional 
support she can get. If her 
husband is fine with that 
arrangement, resist the urge 
to interfere.
   
 DEAR ABBY: At 
Christmas, I worked all day 
cooking a lovely turkey din-
ner with all the side dishes 
and champagne. I told my 
“mature adult” boyfriend 
that dinner would be ready 
at 5 p.m.

 At 5 p.m., I put the (hot) 
food on the table and called 
my BF to come in. Instead 
of coming to the table, “Mr. 
Mannerless” made an (un-
necessary) phone call to a 
woman friend and talked for 
nearly an hour. While the 
dinner got cold, I got hot! 
When he finally got off the 
phone, he grabbed a plate 
of food and left to watch TV. 
He didn’t even eat with me! 
What should I have done? 
-- SIMMERING IN SOUTH 
DAKOTA

 DEAR SIMMERING: 
It isn’t a matter of what 
you should have done last 
Christmas. The question is 
what you intend to do about 
someone as inconsiderate 
as the unappreciative turkey 
you have been dating. He 
may be a mature adult, but 
his disregard for your feel-
ings is appalling.
   
 Dear Abby is written 
by Abigail Van Buren, also 
known as Jeanne Phillips, 
and was founded by her moth-
er, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.
com or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.

 Take the path that leads to 
peace of mind. Revisit contracts, 
update documents, search for 
ways to lower overhead and ad-
just your lifestyle to fit your bud-
get. Consider what’s important 
to you and discard anything you 
no longer need or use. Do your 
best to put your money where 
it brings the highest returns. 
Added discipline will help you 
discover what makes you happy.
 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
19) -- Refuse to let someone cost 
you emotionally or financially. 
Don’t follow the crowd; be smart 
and take the cost-efficient route. 
Say no to others and make deci-
sions that favor you. 
 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) -- If you rely on intuition, you 
will figure out how to get what 
you want. The opportunity to 
advance looks good, and partner-
ships will help you flourish. A 
financial gain is apparent.
 ARIES (March 21-April 
19) -- Surround yourself with 
supportive people. Donate your 
time and skills to a cause that 
matters to you. Don’t let anger 
stand between you and what you 
want. Handle people and situa-
tions gracefully. 

 TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) -- A job change may tempt 
you, but get what you want in 
writing before making the switch. 
Devoting your time to caring for 
someone else’s responsibilities 
will leave you in a precarious 
position. 
 GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) -- Don’t believe anything or 
anyone without verification. An 
offer will cost you if you commit 
before you read the fine print. 
Work on obtaining knowledge 
and considering how to use your 
skills. 
 CANCER (June 21-July 
22) -- Follow your instincts and 
make changes that can offer a 
broader use of your skills, experi-
ence and knowledge. A partner-
ship or proposal will result in a 
positive lifestyle change. 
 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
-- Taking a realistic approach to 
things will help you avoid veering 
off course. Consider what you 
need and get rid of high-mainte-
nance people and possessions. 
Put your energy where it counts. 
 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
-- You are in a better position than 
you realize. Change is doable if 
you are open to implementing 
something new into your routine 
or updating your skills and knowl-
edge. Be authentic. 
 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) -- Observe what’s happening 
around you. Don’t trust others to 
offer an honest opinion or take 
care of matters that concern you. 
It’s up to you to take responsibil-
ity and make your dreams come 

true. 
 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) -- Focus on how you make 
and use money. Discuss your 
plans with experts, people you 
trust or those affected by your 
decisions. Being upfront will lead 
to insightful conversations. 
 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) -- Make wise decisions. 
Not everything will be as it ap-
pears. Information is only as good 
as its source. Make sure you have 
your facts straight before making 
a move. Focus on what you can 
do.
 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) -- Forge ahead with 
confidence and don’t look back. 
Take charge, follow your heart 
and be the master of your destiny. 
A financial gain and personal 
improvements are forthcoming.

Astrograph

Crossword

Bridge

 Sir Keith Joseph, a British 
politician, once said, “We need 
inequality in order to eliminate 
poverty.” I’m not sure the 
homeless would go along with 
that. At the bridge table, certain 
players would be less poor if 
only they knew how to organize 
an elimination play. Today’s deal 
is a fairly simple example.
 What should South open 
with his hand? There is the 
school that always opens one 
spade. They refuse to miss a 
5-3 spade fit. Then there is the 
camp that always opens one 
no-trump when holding three 
hearts. They argue that if they 
start with one spade and partner 
responds one no-trump, a 5-3 
or 6-3 heart fit might be lost. 
And there are those who open 
one spade when they think the 
hand is more suitable for suit 
play than for no-trump, and 
vice versa. Discuss it with your 
partner.
 On this deal, North used 
Stayman, bringing the spade fit 
to light.
 After West had led the 
diamond queen, South saw 
that he might lose one club 
and three heart tricks, but then 
he noticed that the opposition 
could be called upon to help the 
cause. Declarer won the first 
trick in hand, drew three rounds 
of trumps and unblocked his 
second diamond winner. South 
crossed to dummy with a club, 
ruffed dummy’s last diamond in 
hand, cashed the club king and 
exited with his last club.
 Whichever opponent won 
the trick was endplayed. He had 
to open up the hearts or con-
cede a ruff-and-sluff. Whichever 
was chosen, South would have 
only two heart losers and 10 
winners in all.

Answer in the classifieds

Abigail
Van Buren

Dear 
Abby

by Eugenia Last

by Phillip Alder

Eliminate The 
Loser You Cannot 
Afford

2024-01-29
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